Abstract-Macbeth by Shakespeare is rich in paradox not only in language styles but also in characterization. Banquo in Macbeth is a good example. Banquo fights with Macbeth against disloyal traitor and he helps Macbeth step by step to kill the king. At the same time, he has great influence on Macbeth's criminal psychology and it is he who to some degree leads to Macbeth's downfall, so Banquo is a paradox, a conspirator with Macbeth and a murderer of Macbeth.
INTRODUCTION
Tragedy itself is a paradox. It tries to create a perfect world and bring glory to human beings, but at the same time it brings pains to human beings, make people pity and suffer. The paradox reveals mystery of the world. Shakespeare's tragedies are extraordinary. Of his tragedies that are often called Shakespeare's "Big Four" (Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth), Macbeth is the last, the shortest and the most concentrated in power [1] . Macbeth not only portraits great literal figures, as Macbeth, both a tyrant and murderer, Lady Macbeth, cruel and hard-natured, but also presents Shakespeare's great talent in rhetoric, especially the adaptation of paradox. Macbeth is rich in paradoxes that go deeper than the mere words [2] , for instance, Macbeth's first sentence in the play "so four and fair a day I have not seen" [3] (I.iii. 39), and Witch's "Fair is foul, and foul is fair" (I.i. 10). The paradox is significant in the explanation of Macbeth's fate. Other paradoxes, as "Nothing is but what is not" and in the conversation between Lady Macduff and her son "Father'd he is, and yet he's fatherless" (IV.ii. 27), too pose some of the central riddles of life. In addition to mere paradox, the play also presents the paradoxical meaning in characters. The character behind Banquo is a good example. Banquo fights with Macbeth against disloyal traitor and he helps Macbeth step by step to kill the king. At the same time, he has great influence on Macbeth's criminal psychology and it is he who to some degree leads to Macbeth's downfall. So we say Banquo is a paradox, a conspirator with Macbeth and a murderer of Macbeth.
II. A CONSPIRATOR
Many factors attribute to Macbeth's fate: Witches' prophecies, lady Macbeth's instigation, Macbeth's own swollen ambition and decisions. But many readers ignore another seeming minor but important character: Banquo. "Because the character behind Banquo in the play partakes in the battle against the character Duncun which places the character Macbeth on the throne, he is frequently thought of as either a silent conspirator with Macbeth and a false friend to Duncun" (Fendt, Gene) . Banquo is a great helper in Macbeth's killing the king Duncun, despite the fact whether Banquo is conscious or unconscious of what he functions. He is a silent helper. Banquo first appears in Act I, scene3, after he and Macbeth defeat the enemy. On the way, they meet three Witches, who greet them "All Hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, thane of Camdor" (49-50). "All Hail, Macbeth, that shalt be king hereafter" (51-52). Banquo reacts to their greetings "You greet with present grace and great prediction of noble having and of royal hope, which he seems rapt withal" (56-58). Banquo directly points out Witches' prophecies that strike on Macbeth's mind. Again, Banquo says, "you shall be king" (88). From then on, the idea of being king sows seeds in Macbeth's breast.
When Ross tells Macbeth he is called thane of Cawder, Banquo realizes that Witches' prophecy is proved. Hearing the news, Macbeth claims "Glamis, and thane of Cawdor. The greatest is behind" (I.iii. 118-119). Banquo does not share Macbeth's elation and he foreshadows what will happen on Macbeth: "Might yet enkindle you unto the crown, besides, the thane of Cawdor" (I.iii. 123-124), but he doesn't persuade Macbeth or give any constructive advice, and only speaks to Macbeth "Cousins, a word, I pray you" (I.iii. 128). At this moment Macbeth is ecstatic to be king, which paves the way for his later behaviors. Duncun sees his visit to Macbeth's castle as a strengthening of the bond between him and Macbeth. When he visits Macbeth's castle, Banquo says "The temple-haunting martlet, does approve by his lov'd mansionry that the heaven's breath smells wooingly here" (I.vi. Banquo makes his position clear that he won't intervene with Macbeth's plan. We can see this point too in Act II, scene I, the very beginning is Banquo's soliloquy which implies he will say nothing and hide it. Therefore Macbeth is glade that all goes as what he expected. Nobody will be in the way of the realization of his great ambition. Then he can fulfill his plan without discovery. Now Macbeth is the king as Witches foretell. Macbeth runs through the roughest day successfully and Banquo plays a great role in his triumph.
III. A MURDERER
However a coin has two sides. The fact that Banquo pushes Macbeth on throne has both good and harm effect on Macbeth. After being king, Macbeth has chance to carry on further his fulfillment of his fate. Thus the more he realizes his dream, the nearer he meets his destined fate. 
